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57 ABSTRACT

Alow voltage dimmer for LED lamps incorporates an AC-DC
power supply along with a Pulse Width Modulator (PWM) to
modify the power delivered to an LED load is configured to fit
inside the form factor of a standard single gang electrical to
control the intensity of the light emitted by the LED. The
PWM portion of the dimmer circuit incorporates a micropro-
cessor configured to produce a train of output pulses and
controlled by a variable input voltage to modulate the output
duty cycle of these pulses to drive one or more LED lamps to
switch between “on” and “off” conditions. Variation of the
duty cycle of the pulses regulates the total amount of time in
each cycle that the lamp is illuminated, with the aggregate
“on” time determining the apparent brightness of the lamp.

8 Claims, 17 Drawing Sheets
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Flowchart for Micro-controller for
LED Intensity Control
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Compute Desire
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Output Set
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Flowchart for Micro-controller for
LED RGB Control

Apply Power to
Micro-controller

Set Internal
Timers and 1/Os

Start Running
1st Sequence
SWITCH PRESS YES -

Mode Switch

Single Press NO

e  Stop Current Sequence, will

hold color displayed Continue Running
Double Click (<0.5 sec): Same Sequence

s  Go tonext sequence

SlowDouble Click (>1 sec):

¢  SlowDown Current
Sequence about 1/2 speed

SlowDouble Click Again:

e  SlowDown Current —
Sequence again, about 1/2
previous speed

Press and Hold (>2sec):

e  Place RGB LED Dimmerin

Start running
Modified Sequence
or New One

Sleep Mode
Quick Press During Sleep Mode: Run Desired
e Do Nothing Sequence
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LOW VOLTAGE LED DIMMER WITH
INTEGRATED UNIVERSAL SWITCH MODE
POWER SUPPLY

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/333,694, filed May 11, 2010, the disclo-
sure of which is hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates, in general, to control circuits
for Light Emitting Diode (LED) illumination devices, and
more particularly to an economical, low-voltage dimmer con-
trol configured for use in a standard electrical box of the type
typically used, for example, in residential lighting installa-
tions, for controlling the brightness of LED lamps.

2. Discussion of the Prior Art

Traditionally, LED illumination devices have been used as
low power indication devices and for low power electronic
displays, principally because they were small and long-last-
ing, and because they used very small amounts of power as
compared to incandescent bulbs, neon tubes or other light
sources. As materials science and semiconductor fabricating
technologies progressed, it became feasible to manufacture
LEDs that would generate an increased amount of light per
device (i.e., having greater luminous intensity, or brightness)
in a wider variety of colors, with the result that LED lighting
has recently found applications in a variety of new areas.
Since LEDs more efficiently convert electrical energy into
visible light and because the energy usually wasted as heat is
much lower for LEDs than for most other sources of light,
LED lights are between 5 and 10 times more efficient than
incandescent lights, and about 2 to 3 times more efficient than
fluorescent lights.

Recently, it has become economically feasible to make
relatively high output LEDs which render a pleasing white
light, and these newer LEDs have been incorporated into
automotive and traffic signaling lamps, handheld flashlights
and a variety of other products. In addition, LED lamps have
become viable for use in residential and other illumination
fixtures, and they can now be obtained in a configuration
having a standard Edison-style base for use, for example, in
anordinary lamp socket configured for standard incandescent
bulbs.

The particular characteristic of the LED which remains
unchanged by these recent developments, however, is that,
being a solid-state Diode, it typically has only two states;
namely, “on” or “off.” Therefore, users seeking to adjust the
illumination from an LED lamp were confounded by this
characteristic, and those who wanted a light that could be
controlled with a standard “dimmer” were frustrated, because
the common technique for dimming incandescent bulbs by
lowering the supply voltage, when applied to an LED lamp
typically would only turn the lamp from “on” to “off”.

Standard dimmers are readily available to consumers for
use in “single-gang” electrical boxes, where they are often
installed instead of a standard single-throw light switch in
residential and commercial lighting applications. The space
in that single gang box is limited, however, since it is about
1.50" wide, 2.25" long and 1.25" high, and there is no way, at
present, to provide a dimming control at suitable power levels
for driving LED lamps, where the dimming control circuitry
will fit in such a tight spot, for prior approaches were cum-
bersome and expensive.

Some of the newer LEDs can be powered directly from a
120V supply line, but these tend to be expensive and many of
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them cannot be dimmed, and when used in ambiance lighting,
they have the tendency to be too bright. LEDs using lower
voltage levels are more economical, but the circuitry used to
switch or modulate a voltage signal has typically required too
much power, generated too much heat and taken up too much
space to be useful for anyone but a technician who has the
space and budget to assemble the power supply and pulse
width modulating or switching components needed to gener-
ate a useable dimming signal. There is a need, therefore, for
an economical and easy to use low voltage LED dimmer
controller for overcoming these problems, and providing an
economical and convenient-to-install structure which can
work in typical residential lighting installations.

OBIJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
overcome the above mentioned difficulties by providing an
economical and easy to install LED Dimmer with an Inte-
grated Power Supply and for use with low voltage LED
lamps, wherein all the elements needed to control and dim
low voltage LEDs are integrated into a standard single-gang
electrical receptacle structure, regardless of the size or power
level of the dimmer. Another object of the invention is to
provide such an LED dimmer that can also be incorporated
into a bigger unit, and that can utilize power factor controlling
circuitry, more power, and/or remote control using RF, IR,
DMX or some other communications protocol or technology.
Still another object is to provide a dimmer that is specifically
designed for LEDs or other low voltage loads where every-
thing is integrated into one simple to use and to connect
device.

In accordance with the present invention, a simple to use
dimming control is provided for use with low voltage LED
Lighting, wherein its structure, circuitry and the method of
assembly provide an integrated solution to the problems iden-
tified above. The dimmer control of the present invention is
configured to fit within a conventional single-gang electrical
receptacle, or dimmer box, and in one embodiment comprises
a power supply, an On/Off switch, and a solid-state micro-
controller integrated into a package configured to control
available low voltage LED lights. This invention simplifies
the installation and application of LED dimming control
structure and circuitry in both new and existing construction
by integrating all the components required to dim the LEDs
into one easily-mounted, compact package. The compactness
available with the present structure is partly due to the con-
figuration of the power supply, which generates over 40 W for
driving the low voltage LED lamps but does not need external
cooling because it is over 80% efficient.

Briefly, the dimmer of the present invention incorporates a
PWM and controller block that consists of one microchip
micro-controller and one MOSFET for a single color LED
dimmer, and two microchip micro-controllers and four MOS-
FETs for a RGB LED dimmer. This block converts a DC
voltage into a modulated signal that controls the intensity
and/or mode of the LED load. In one embodiment, the dim-
mer utilizes pulse width modulation, while in another
embodiment the LED Dimmer is able to dim almost any type
of LED load by varying the frequency of the PWM, for
example from 1 kHz up to 15 kHz using 6 discrete frequen-
cies. Alternatively the system provides a continuously vari-
able PWM frequency from 1 kHz up to 15 kHz and a select-
able duty cycle. In accordance with one aspect of the present
invention, then, a low voltage dimmer for LED lamps incor-
porates an AC-DC power supply along with a Pulse Width
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Modulator (PWM) or current control circuit to modify the
power delivered to the LED load, configured to fit inside the
form factor of a standard single, or if desired, a dual, gang
electrical receptacle, or dimmer housing, to thereby control
the intensity of the light emitted by the LED. In an exemplary
embodiment, the PWM portion of the dimmer circuit incor-
porates one or more micro-controllers utilizing, for example,
suitable sensing circuits, one or more microprocessors and
memory, plus output circuitry, which for convenience will be
hereinafter referred to as a microprocessor. The microproces-
sor is configured to produce a train of output pulses and is
controlled by a variable input voltage to modulate the output
duty cycle of these pulses to drive one or more LED lamps to
switch between “on” and “off” conditions. Variation of the
duty cycle of the pulses regulates the total amount of time in
each cycle that the lamp is illuminated, with the aggregate
“on” time determining the apparent brightness of the lamp.
Alternatively, this could be done using analog electronics.

In one exemplary prototype, a PIC microprocessor was
configured and programmed to generate selected PWM
pulses in response to a user’s control input. The LED lamp’s
apparent intensity was controlled by a user selectively adjust-
ing a control input, such as a variable resistor, that set an
analog control voltage that was supplied to the microproces-
sor controller, which sensed the control input voltage, deter-
mined the corresponding PWM duty cycle, and generated a
corresponding PWM output signal at the desired duty cycle.
The PWM signal was then transmitted to the LED load,
turning on the LED to illuminate it during the application of
the pulse, and allowing it to go off during the “off” portion of
the duty cycle. This on-off cycling of the LED regulated the
amount of light emitted over a period of time and thus con-
trolled the apparent intensity, or the illumination, provided by
the LED. In the illustrated embodiment of the invention, the
frequency and amplitude of the PWM pulse is constant while
the width of the pulse is modulated in accordance with the
controller input, but If desired, a variable frequency pulse can
be used to regulate the brightness or dimness of the LED
lamp. Having the ability to change either the frequency or the
width of the output pulses produced by the PWM enables this
dimmer to dim most of the low voltage LEDs currently in the
market; for example, it even allows the dimmer of the present
invention to dim LEDs that have a built-in DC-DC converter,
which is normally intended to produce a constant light output
when powered by a specified voltage range.

The dimmer control circuit of the present invention can be
set up to provide two, three or more separate and distinct
output patterns for a given control input to drive multiple
loads. For example, an LED lamp assembly may have at least
one Red LED, at least one Blue LED and at least one Green
LED (to provide an RGB LED lamp), and this lamp can be
controlled to generate a desired blended RGB light output by
generating distinct R, G and B output PWM signal patterns
adapted for use with the corresponding RGB LED lamp. The
dimmer may also incorporate a low limit control (e.g., setting
the minimum drive level selectively between zero and 20% of
the maximum LED illumination drive signal as a lower limit
for dimming), in case a given LED lamp load has flickering
issues at low intensity or the user wants to set a minimum low
level, the dimmer will still maintain the full range control over
the entire travel of the controller potentiometer.

The dimmer circuit controller can be configured for opera-
tion by a slidable or rotatable manually variable resistor, by a
touch-controlled keypad, may be configured to respond to a
remote control device using wireless or Infrared (IR) control
signals with one- or two-way (duplex) communication
between the dimmer control circuit and the remote control, or
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by any other conventional control device. The controller may
also incorporate one or more push-button switches for select-
ing different sequences for an RGB LED lamp. The system of
the present invention can include a main hardwired dimmer
controller and an optional wireless remote control unit, each
of'which can be configured with one or more display elements
(e.g., LEDs) to indicate the status and/or the output light
intensity level of the LED lamps being controlled. In addition,
the dimmer may incorporate automatic load-type sensing
based on the detected load current to provide over-current or
thermal protection.

The dimmer controller preferably includes a switch mode
power supply (“SMPS”) to maximize efficiency and mini-
mize the space required. Switch mode power supplies provide
high efficiency, run cooler, and so are better suited for use in
an enclosed single gang box than conventional linear power
supplies. Also, the output circuit of the present invention is
electrically isolated, so the dimmer controller of the present
invention may be used for outdoor lighting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and still further objects, features and advantages
of the present invention will become apparent upon consid-
eration of the following detailed description of a specific
embodiment thereof, particularly when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference
numerals in the various figures are utilized to designate like
components, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an integrated dimmer control
circuit for a single color or monochrome low voltage LED
lamp system;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of an embodiment of the inven-
tion as illustrated in the block diagram of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a more detailed block diagram of the Pulse Width
Modulator (PWM) and Controller of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a schematic circuit diagram for the integrated
dimmer control circuit and corresponding to the block dia-
gram of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a graphical illustration of a first output signal
having a first pulse width (corresponding to a duty cycle of
about 20%) from a controllable PWM circuit;

FIG. 6 is a graphical illustration of a second output signal
having a second pulse width (corresponding to a duty cycle of
about 80%) from the controllable PWM circuit;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a modified version of the
integrated dimmer control of the invention, for selectively
controlling individual colors in a multicolor (RGB) LED
lamp;

FIG. 8 is a partial schematic circuit diagram for the inte-
grated dimmer control circuit embodiment of FIG. 7; and

FIG. 9 is a partial circuit diagram for a color selector
micro-controller or microprocessor for use with the system of
the invention.

FIG. 10 is a program or software process flow diagram
illustrating the method steps executed in the LED intensity
control micro-controller of FIG. 7, in accordance with the
present invention.

FIG. 11 is a program or software process flow diagram
illustrating the method steps executed in the LED RGB color
control micro-controller of FIG. 7, in accordance with the
present invention.

FIGS. 12A and 12B are schematic diagrams illustrating
another embodiment of the single color or mono-chrome
LED integrated dimmer control circuit, in accordance with
the present invention.
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FIGS. 13A,13B and 13C are schematic diagrams illustrat-
ing another embodiment of the RGB illumination color
selecting LED integrated dimmer control circuit, in accor-
dance with the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a perspective view, in elevation illustrating a
portion ofthe Push button, Slide Potentiometer mechanism of
the LED dimmer system of FIGS. 13A, 13B and 13C, in
accordance with the present invention.

FIGS. 15A and 15B are top and bottom plan views of the
LED controller Printed Circuit Board Assembly with place-
ment of the integrated dimmer control circuit’s electronic
components as illustrated in schematic FIGS. 13A-13C, in
accordance with the present invention.

FIGS. 16 A and 16B are front and rear perspective views of
a single-gang enclosure embodiment of the LED controller
Assembly of FIGS. 15A and 15B, in accordance with the
present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Turning now to FIGS. 1-16B, an exemplary embodiment of
a low voltage LED dimmer controller 10 in accordance with
the present invention is illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 as includ-
ing two main components: a power supply 12 and a Pulse
Width Modulation (PWM) microprocessor and controller 14.
Direct current (DC) power is generated from an AC source 16,
such as a conventional 120V residential electrical service,
which is connected through an on-oft switch 17 to a conven-
tional bridge rectifier and filter circuit 18 (FIG. 2) incorpo-
rating an LC filter 20 and a diode bridge rectifier 22.

The output from circuit 18 is supplied to an AC-DC Switch
Mode Power Supply (SMPS) 24 which converts the AC input
supplied to circuit 18 to a lower voltage, rectified, filtered and
galvanically isolated DC voltage on its output line 26. For this
purpose, a SMPS controller 24 utilizing a single power con-
troller Integrated Circuit (“IC”) 25 of the type manufactured
by Power Integrations, Inc. was selected. In one implemen-
tation of the invention, an isolated flyback converter was used
instead of using a simple Transformer and Diode/Bridge Rec-
tifier and Capacitor to rectify the output. Synchronous recti-
fication was used at the output mainly because of increased
efficiency and reliability, especially when space is limited,
where PCB or Heatsink cooling is limited as in the present
case. However, other integrated circuit components may be
utilized for this purpose. Synchronous Rectification was
achieved using a MOSFET Controller and a MOSFET,
because of circuit simplicity. Applicants are using the
ZXGD3101IN8 MOSFET Controller, however, there are
many other options that could be used, including using dis-
crete components.

In accordance with the invention, then, rectification and
filtering of the input AC voltage is further enhanced by the use
of a synchronous rectification sub-assembly 30 connected to
the SMPS controller 24 by way of line 32. Such a circuit may
be used with the SMPS using a single power controller (e.g.,
25) instead of using a SMPS circuit having two power con-
trollers, since the synchronous rectifier circuit greatly reduces
heat dissipation and improves the efficiency of the dimmer
circuitry. It was found that at when operated at a power output
of'40 watts, the heat dissipation at the output of the SMPS was
reduced by about 90% by the synchronous rectifier, although
at the cost of some increase in circuit complexity. If desired,
and if space is available in the particular application contem-
plated for the dimmer, a power factor correction circuit 34
may be connected to the SMPS controller by way of line 36.
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The output from the SMPS 24 is supplied by way of line 26
to a +5V DC linear regulator 40, which is part of a simple
filtering circuit incorporating filtering capacitors (as shown in
FIG. 4). Although this arrangement is somewhat inefficient,
the energy lost due to the very small currents at 5V is negli-
gible.

The filtered voltage from regulator 40 is supplied by way of
line 42 to the second part of the dimmer which, as discussed
above, is the Pulse Width Modulator and Controller 14. As
illustrated in the block diagram of FIG. 3 and the correspond-
ing circuit schematic diagram of FIG. 4, the PWM and Con-
troller 14 consists of a micro-controller device incorporating
a microprocessor 50 (for example, a PIC12F683 micro con-
troller) configured and programmed (e.g., as shown in the
program flow diagram of FIG. 10) to controllably generate
PWM pulses of a selected duty cycle, or frequency modulated
pulses in an alternative embodiment, in response to a user’s
control input. The microprocessor has an input line 52 con-
nected to a controller 54 which, in this example, consists of a
potentiometer or variable resistor 56 such as may be found in
a conventional light dimmer having, for example, a manually
operable slide or rotary control, connected across the DC
voltage from regulator 40.

The PWM controller 14 senses and responds to the output
voltage provided by input control 54 to produce a correspond-
ing pulse width modulated power output signal, such as that
illustrated by curve 60 in FIG. 5 for a first selected control
PWM voltage waveform, or that of curve 62 in FIG. 6 for a
second selected control PWM voltage waveform, which illus-
trate the changing voltage on PWM controller output line 70.
These output pulses on line 70 activate a lamp driver switch
72, which may be a solid state MOSFET transistor device 74,
with the switch controlling the application of power by way of
line 76 to a single color or mono-chrome (e.g., white) LED
lamp 78 mounted, for example, in a lamp receptacle 80.

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate traces from an oscilloscope, show-
ing the change in the width of the dimmer circuit PWM output
in response to a user’s input via controller 54. FIG. 5 shows a
trace for a dimmer circuit output having an “on” time (with an
“on” voltage of about 12V) which is relatively short in dura-
tion as compared its “off” time (with a voltage of about 0.2V),
and so corresponds to a rather “dim,” or reduced luminous
intensity, setting for an LED lamp or solid state lamp array
connected thereto.

FIG. 6 shows that same dimmer circuit’s output pulse
width, when adjusted differently, so that the “on” time (with
an “on” voltage of about 12V) is relatively long in duration as
compared to its “off” time (with a voltage of about 2V), so that
the output signal illustrated in FIG. 6 corresponds to a rather
“bright,” or increased luminous intensity setting for an LED
lamp connected thereto. It will be appreciated by those of skill
in the art that the trace shown in FIG. 6 corresponds to a PWM
signal which is more nearly “always on”, where the voltage
remains fixed at the “on” voltage level, for the brightest output
from a connected LED lamp or lamp array.

The PWM microprocessor 50 thus may be programmed
(e.g., using a program with steps illustrated as in FIG. 10) to
respond to the amplitude of the input control signal on line 52
to generate a train of output pulses having fixed amplitudes
and selected durations, or widths, over a given period of time,
or cycle. The widths of the pulses determine the “on” time of
the switch 72, and thus of the lamp 78 in a given cycle, while
the spaces between the pulses determine the “off” time of the
lamp during that cycle, the ratio of “on” time to “off” time in
a cycle being referred to as the duty cycle of the pulse power
output. Accordingly, the LED lamp’s intensity is controlled
when a user selectively adjusts the control input, as by vary-
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ing the value of resistor 56, and, in response, the micropro-
cessor senses the control input and determines the corre-
sponding PWM duty cycle. The microprocessor then
generates the PWM output signal at the desired duty cycle,
whereupon the output signal is transmitted to the LED load.
By varying the output pulse widths, the lamp “on” and “oft”
times are correspondingly varied and the overall intensity, or
apparent brightness, of the lamp is determined.

In another implementation of the invention, the PWM
microprocessor may be programmed to regulate the duty
cycle of the output power pulses by varying the frequency of
fixed-width pulses, so that brightness is controlled by the
number of times a fixed-width power pulse is supplied in a
given cycle, rather than by varying or modulating the width or
duration of a fixed number of pulses in a cycle. Furthermore,
it will be understood that the PWM can be implemented by
using discrete analog electronics, using Op-Amps and elec-
tronic timers such as an LM555 timer integrated circuit (not
shown).

Although the intensity control adjustment is illustrated and
described above as a manually operated user control variable
resistor 56, it can also be configured as a touch-controlled
keypad, orit can be a remotely operable controller which may
communicate with the dimmer by way of an infra-red (IR)
communication device. Any conventional controller that will
provide a selectively variable control voltage or other signal
may be used to operate the integrated dimmer control circuit.

As illustrated in the integrated dimmer control circuit
embodiment of FIG. 7, the dimmer control circuit can be
configured as a multi-output dimmer to provide two, three or
more distinct output signals controlled by a single variable
control input. In this embodiment, the multi-output dimmer
90 controls the intensity of, for example, an LED lamp assem-
bly 92 having at least one Red LED 94, at least one Blue LED
96 and at least one Green LED 98 to provide an RGB LED
lamp that can be dimmed by the common controller 54,
illustrated as the variable resistor 56. As discussed above with
respect to the dimmer of FIG. 3, the output voltage from
controller 54 is supplied via line 52 to a pulse width modula-
tor microprocessor 104, the output of which is a width-modu-
lated pulsed signal on line 106 which is supplied to a MOS-
FET switch 108 to switch the light assembly 92 on and off to
control its brightness. In this case, however, the lamps 94, 96
and 98 are individually controlled by corresponding lamp
switches 114, 116, and 118, each driven by the output on line
120 from switch 108.

The individual lamp switches 114, 116, and 118, each
require two inputs to energize their corresponding lamps, so
each lamp switch is further controlled by a second input
provided by a second, color selector, microprocessor 122 by
way of red, green and blue control signals on lines 124, 126,
and 128, respectively. Microprocessor 122 is programmed
(e.g., as shown in the RGB program flow chart of FIG. 11) to
respond to an input signal on line 130 and produce output
signals patterned to select, or enable, which of the multiple
lamps will be activated by the PWM output from micropro-
cessor 104. Accordingly, the outputs from the two micropro-
cessors 104 and 122 cooperate to control the brightness of the
light produced by each LED in the lamp assembly 92 (con-
nected via connector J1, as shown in FIG. 8) that is enabled to
thereby generate a desired blended RGB light output by gen-
erating distinct R, G and B outputs.

FIG. 8 illustrates a circuit diagram of an implementation of
the invention corresponding to the block diagram of FIG. 7,
wherein (apart from control input 100, which corresponds to
control input 54 in FIG. 7) similar components are similarly
numbered. In this circuit, switch 108 (MOSFET transistor
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Q1) provides PWM output pulses on line 120 corresponding
to the pattern provided by microprocessor 104 to control the
duty cycle of individual lamp switches 114, 116 and 118
(MOSFET transistors Q3, Q4 and Q5, respectively), while
MOSFETS Q3, Q4 and Q5 are selectively enabled by micro-
processor 122 via lines 124, 126, and 128 to control which of
the three LEDs 94, 96 and 98 is turned on. In one implemen-
tation of the invention, the PWM frequency of Q1 was set to
be much higher than that of Q3, Q4 and QS5 to prevent inter-
ference, thus avoiding flickering of the LEDs at the load.
Basically, this combination works as two sets of switches in
series, where the LEDs at the load only get turned on when
both inputs to the lamp switch transistors are on. As described
above, two microprocessors are used; one to control Q1 by
PWM signals, while the other controls the mode or color of
the RGB LED:s.

As illustrated in FIG. 9, in one embodiment of the inven-
tion, RGB LED lamp control signals 124, 126 and 128 are
generated by color selector microprocessor or microcontrol-
ler 122 and may be provided at the control switch 54, for
example at the location of the controller 14 illustrated in FIG.
1, to mimic the RGB LEDs at the load (i.e., the LED lamps
being powered and controlled). An RGB indicator lamp (not
shown) optionally serves as an indication of proper wiring of
the load. If the colors displayed at the load do not match the
colors of the internal RGB indicator, then there has been an
error in the connection.

As noted above, the micro controllers (e.g., 14, 104 and
122) are preferably implemented as commercially available
integrated circuit such as the PIC12F683 micro controller, as
sold commercially, and each is programmed to generate a
desired light control signal in response to a sensed control
input signal. FIG. 10 is a program or software process flow
diagram illustrating the method steps executed in the LED
intensity control micro-controller 104 as shown in FIG. 7, and
an exemplary method or program is illustrated therein. First,
power is applied to microcontroller 104 and a frequency ADC
signal is read or sensed from the control input 52; next, the
control input signal is averaged and a corresponding desired
output frequency signal is computed and generated in
response. The desired output frequency signal is input to a
PWM timer and an intensity ADC signal is read or sensed and
then averaged, whereupon a desired intensity PWM duty
cycle is computed and output as signal 106 which is used to
control MOSFET switch 108. A similar method or program is
used to control the single color integrated dimmer control
circuit microcontroller 14 as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3.

The RGB color selector micro controller 122 is also pref-
erably implemented as commercially available integrated cir-
cuit such as the PIC12F683 micro controller, as sold commer-
cially, and is programmed to generate a plurality of desired
light control signals 124, 126 and 128 in response to a sensed
control input signal 130. FIG. 11 is a program or software
process flow diagram illustrating the method steps executed
in the RGB LED color selector control process, and an exem-
plary method or program is illustrated therein. First, power is
applied to microcontroller 122 and internal timers and Input/
Output states are set to initial default settings. Next, the mode
switch state is sensed, and if sensed, a switch press pattern
decision matrix is executed to determine whether the user has
performed a single press, a double click, a slow double click,
a press & hold or a quick press, and micro-controller 122 is
programmed to either alter or continue the illumination con-
trol sequences on outputs 124, 126 and 128 to alter the
selected color in response to a sensed change indicated by the
user.
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FIGS. 12A and 12B are schematic diagrams illustrating
another embodiment 200 of the single color or mono-chrome
LED integrated dimmer control circuit, in accordance with
the present invention. In principal, the circuit 212 of FIG. 124
functions similarly to circuit 12 in the embodiment of FIG. 1,
and the controller and switch elements 214, 274 of FIG. 12B
function similarly to circuit 14 and 74 in the embodiment of
FIG. 1.

FIGS. 13A,13B and 13C are schematic diagrams illustrat-
ing another embodiment of the RGB illumination color
selecting LED integrated dimmer control circuit, in accor-
dance with the present invention. The circuits of FIG. 12A
and FIG. 13 A are essentially identical, but are identified here
with separate reference numbers (e.g., power controller IC
225 is identical to power controller IC 325 and serve the same
purpose as power controller IC 25 shown in FIG. 2) because
each is entirely integrated into its respective the integrated
dimmer control embodiment (e.g., in a PC Board Assembly
such as 400). Thus, in principal, the integrated power supply
circuit 312 of FIG. 13 A functions similarly to circuit 12 in the
embodiment of FIG. 1, and the PWM microcontroller and
switch elements 304, and 308 of FIG. 13B function similarly
to corresponding elements 104 and 108 in the embodiment of
FIG. 7. And for RGB color control, the microcontroller 322 of
FIG. 13C functions similarly to color selector microcontrol-
ler 122 in the embodiment of FIG. 7 and switch elements 314,
316 and 318 of FIG. 13B respond to control signals 324, 326
and 328 and thus function similarly to switch elements 114,
116 and 118 in the embodiment of FIG. 7.

The circuits of FIGS. 1-13B enable a densely packed
Printed Circuit Board (“PCB”) assembly 400 to be housed in
a single-gang enclosure 450, as shown in FIGS. 14-16B. FIG.
14 is a perspective view, in elevation illustrating a portion of
the Push button, Slide Potentiometer mechanism 410 of the
LED dimmer system 10 with, preferably the circuits of FIGS.
13 A, 13B and 13C, in accordance with the present invention.
FIGS. 15A and 15B are top and bottom plan views of the LED
controller Printed Circuit Board Assembly 400 with place-
ment of the integrated dimmer control circuit’s electronic
components as illustrated in schematic FIGS. 13A-13C, in
accordance with the present invention.

Thus, individual lamp switches 314, 316, and 318, each
require two inputs to energize their corresponding lamps, so
each lamp switch is further controlled by a second input
provided by a second, color selector, microprocessor 322 by
way of red, green and blue control signals on lines 324, 326,
and 328, respectively. Microprocessor 322 is programmed
(e.g., as shown in the RGB program flow chart of FIG. 11) to
respond to an input signal on line 330 and produce output
signals patterned to select, or enable, which of the multiple
lamps will be activated by the PWM output from micropro-
cessor 304. Accordingly, the outputs from the two micropro-
cessors 304 and 322 cooperate to control the brightness of the
light produced by each LED in a lamp assembly (e.g., such as
92, shown in FIG. 7, and connected via connector J1 or 392,
as shown in FIG. 13B) that is enabled to thereby generate a
desired blended RGB light output by generating distinct R, G
and B outputs.

FIGS. 16 A and 16B are front and rear perspective views of
a single-gang enclosure 450 containing the LED controller
Assembly 400 of FIGS. 15A and 15B, illustrating how a
rocker control switch 460 and a front facing slide control
potentiometer 470 are accessible from the front of the enclo-
sure when the enclosure is mounted within a wall or behind a
bezel or switch plate assembly as are commonly used when
electrical switch or lighting controls are installed by electri-
cians in residential, commercial or industrial settings.
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The circuit and dimmer controller structure of the present
invention provides a significant advantage over the prior art
because it integrates the DC power supply into the casing of
a standard single or dual gang housing together with the
necessary dimming circuitry for the LED lights.

Advantages of incorporating Dimming Circuitry and
Power Supply into one fixture and assembly in the configu-
ration of the present invention include:

Reduced parts count, for economy and enhanced reliabil-
ity;

Simplified and less labor intensive installation;

Lower cost to the user;

Reduced space required;

Can be used for Low Voltage LED and Incandescent L.oads
without the need of an external magnetic or electronic trans-
former;

Can be used with 12VDC or 24VDC LED and Incandes-
cent light fixtures;

High energy conversion efficiency;

Extended dimming range from about 0% to 100%:;

Useable as a 0-10V dimming control for many of today’s
Compact Fluorescent Lamps (“CFLs”, e.g., thus providing
dimmable ballast) and Linear Fluorescent lamps.

In accordance with the present invention, therefore, a low
voltage dimmer for controlling LED lamps incorporates an
AC-DC power supply inside the form factor of a standard
single (or dual) gang dimmer housing, and uses either Pulse
Width Modulation pulse frequency control to modify the
power delivered to the load, thus controlling the light inten-
sity from the LED (or load). In the exemplary embodiments
described above, the dimmer circuit is configured with a
microprocessor to modulate the output duty cycle to the load;
however, it will be understood that this could be done using
analog electronics.

It will be appreciated by those of skill in the art that the
present invention 10 makes a pulse signal controlled illumi-
nation source available which can generally be characterized
as including a self contained, integrated LED illumination
dimmer control circuit and assembly 10 configured for use in
a single gang housing or similar small enclosure 450 for use
in controlling and energizing one or more LED solid state
lamps, comprising: a dimmer controller printed circuit board
assembly (e.g., 400) including an AC-DC power conversion
circuit for providing a selectable control voltage; a pulsed
control circuit connected to said LED lamp, said pulsed con-
trol circuit being responsive to said control voltage to produce
output pulses corresponding to said selectable control voltage
to modify the power delivered to the LED lamp and to thereby
control the intensity of the light emitted by the LED lamp, for
either monochrome (e.g., white) LED lamps or, optionally for
multi-color (e.g., RGB) lamp assemblies. The dimmer con-
trol pulsed control circuit may include a micro-controller
(e.g., 14 or 214) to modulate the duty cycle of said output
pulses to drive said LED lamp to switch said LED lamp
between “on” and “off” conditions to regulate the total
amount of time in each cycle of output power that the LED
lamp is illuminated and to thereby control the intensity of the
light produced by said LED lamp. The dimmer control circuit
of FIGS.13A-13C can control and energize or dim an LED or
solid state lamp having a selected color component such as
Red, Green or Blue, and the pulsed control circuit includes a
micro-controller (e.g., 122 or 322) to modulate the duty cycle
of'said output pulses to drive said selected color LED lamp to
switch said LED lamp between “on” and “off” conditions to
regulate the total amount of time in each cycle of output
power that the LED lamp is illuminated and to thereby control
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the color and intensity of the light produced by a lamp assem-
bly including said selected color (e.g., R, G or B) LED lamp.

Having described preferred embodiments of a new and
improved circuit, apparatus and method, it is believed that
other modifications, variations and changes will be suggested
to those skilled in the art in view of the teachings set forth
herein. It is therefore to be understood that all such variations,
modifications and changes are believed to fall within the
scope of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A simple to use dimming control for a Low Voltage LED
lamp configured to fit within a conventional single-gang elec-
trical receptacle, comprising: at least one low-voltage LED
lamp;

a dimmer controller for connection to an AC-DC power
supply for providing a selectable DC control voltage; a
Pulse Width Modulator (PWM) connected to said LED
lamp, said PWM being responsive to said DC control
voltage to produce output pulses having widths corre-
sponding to said selectable DC control voltage to
modify the power delivered to the LED lamp and to
thereby control the intensity of the light emitted by the
LED lamp;

wherein said PWM includes a micro-controller to modu-
late the duty cycle of said output pulses to drive said
LED lamp to switch it between “on” and “oft” condi-
tions to regulate the total amount of time in each cycle of
output power that the lamp is illuminated and to thereby
control the intensity of the light produced by said LED
lamp;

wherein said micro-controller is connected to said LED
lamp through a switch;

wherein said LED lamp is a multicolor lamp having mul-
tiple sets of LEDs; and said micro-controller is con-
nected to each set of LEDs through a corresponding
switch to control the intensity of the light produced by
each set of LEDs; and

further including a second micro-circuit connected through
said corresponding switches to individually control each
of said LED sets to select which set or sets can be
activated by said first-named micro-processor.

2. A simple to use dimming control for a Low Voltage LED
lamp configured to fit within a conventional single-gang elec-
trical receptacle, comprising

at least one low-voltage LED lamp;

a dimmer controller for connection to an AC-DC power
supply for providing a selectable DC control voltage;

a Pulse Width Modulator (PWM) connected to said LED
lamp, said PWM being responsive to said DC control
voltage to produce output pulses having widths corre-
sponding to said selectable DC control voltage to
modify the power delivered to the LED lamp and to
thereby control the intensity of the light emitted by the
LED lamp;

wherein said PWM includes a micro-controller to modu-
late the duty cycle of said output pulses to drive said
LED lamp to switch it between “on” and “oft” condi-
tions to regulate the total amount of time in each cycle of
output power that the lamp is illuminated and to thereby
control the intensity of the light produced by said LED
lamp;

wherein said micro-controller is connected to said LED
lamp through a switch;

wherein said LED lamp is a multicolor lamp having mul-
tiple sets of LEDs; and said micro-controller is con-
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nected to each set of LEDs through a corresponding
switch to control the intensity of the light produced by
each set of LEDs;

further including a second micro-circuit connected through
said corresponding switches to individually control each
of said LED sets to select which set or sets can be
activated by said first-named micro-processor; and

wherein said multiple sets of LEDs in said LED lamp
includes a Red, a Green and a Blue set.

3. A simple to use dimming control for a Low Voltage LED
lamp configured to fit within a conventional single-gang elec-
trical receptacle, comprising

at least one low-voltage LED lamp;

a dimmer controller for connection to an AC-DC power
supply for providing a selectable DC control voltage;

a Pulse Width Modulator (PWM) connected to said LED
lamp, said PWM being responsive to said DC control
voltage to produce output pulses having widths corre-
sponding to said selectable DC control voltage to
modify the power delivered to the LED lamp and to
thereby control the intensity of the light emitted by the
LED lamp;

wherein said PWM includes a micro-controller to modu-
late the duty cycle of said output pulses to drive said
LED lamp to switch it between “on” and “off” condi-
tions to regulate the total amount of time in each cycle of
output power that the lamp is illuminated and to thereby
control the intensity of the light produced by said LED
lamp;

wherein said micro-controller is connected to said LED
lamp through a switch;

wherein said LED lamp is a multicolor lamp having mul-
tiple sets of LEDs; and said micro-controller is con-
nected to each set of LEDs through a corresponding
switch to control the intensity of the light produced by
each set of LEDs;

further including a second micro-circuit connected through
said corresponding switches to individually control each
of said LED sets to select which set or sets can be
activated by said first-named micro-processor;

wherein said multiple sets of LEDs in said LED lamp
includes a Red, a Green and a Blue set; and

wherein said AC-DC power supply is a Switch Mode
Power Supply (SMPS) which converts an AC input to a
low voltage, rectified, filtered and galvanically isolated
DC voltage.

4. A simple to use dimming control for a Low Voltage LED
lamp configured to fit within a conventional single-gang elec-
trical receptacle, comprising

at least one low-voltage LED lamp;

a dimmer controller for connection to an AC-DC power
supply for providing a selectable DC control voltage;

a Pulse Width Modulator (PWM) connected to said LED
lamp, said PWM being responsive to said DC control
voltage to produce output pulses having widths corre-
sponding to said selectable DC control voltage to
modify the power delivered to the LED lamp and to
thereby control the intensity of the light emitted by the
LED lamp;

wherein said PWM includes a micro-controller to modu-
late the duty cycle of said output pulses to drive said
LED lamp to switch it between “on” and “off” condi-
tions to regulate the total amount of time in each cycle of
output power that the lamp is illuminated and to thereby
control the intensity of the light produced by said LED
lamp;
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wherein said micro-controller is connected to said LED
lamp through a switch;

wherein said LED lamp is a multicolor lamp having mul-
tiple sets of LEDs; and said micro-controller is con-
nected to each set of LEDs through a corresponding
switch to control the intensity of the light produced by
each set of LEDs;

further including a second micro-circuit connected through
said corresponding switches to individually control each
of said LED sets to select which set or sets can be
activated by said first-named micro-processor;

wherein said multiple sets of LEDs in said LED lamp
includes a Red, a Green and a Blue set;

wherein said AC-DC power supply is a Switch Mode
Power Supply (SMPS) which converts an AC input to a
low voltage, rectified, filtered and galvanically isolated
DC voltage;

and wherein said dimmer controller is a variable resistor.

5. A simple to use dimming control for a Low Voltage LED

lamp, comprising:

a Printed Circuit Board (PCB) assembly configured to fit
within a conventional single-gang electrical receptacle
and including at least one low-voltage LED lamp;

said PCB assembly also including a dimmer controller for
connection to an AC-DC power supply for providing a
selectable DC control voltage;

a Pulse Width Modulator (PWM) connected to said LED
lamp, said PWM being responsive to said DC control
voltage to produce output pulses having widths corre-
sponding to said selectable DC control voltage to
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modify the power delivered to the LED lamp and to
thereby control the intensity of the light emitted by the
LED lamp;

wherein said PWM includes a micro-controller to modu-
late the duty cycle of said output pulses to drive said
LED lamp to switch it between “on” and “off” condi-
tions to regulate the total amount of time in each cycle of
output power that the lamp is illuminated and to thereby
control the intensity of the light produced by said LED
lamp;

wherein said micro-controller is connected to said LED

lamp through a switch;

and wherein said LED lamp is a multicolor lamp having

multiple sets of LEDs; and

said micro-controller is connected to each set of LEDs

through a corresponding switch to control the intensity
of the light produced by each set of LEDs;

further including a second micro-circuit connected through

said corresponding switches to individually control each
of said LED sets to select which set or sets can be
activated by said first-named micro-processor.

6. The dimming set of claim 5, wherein said multiple sets of
LEDs in said LED lamp includes a Red, a Green and a Blue
set.

7. The dimming control of claim 6, wherein said AC-DC
power supply is a Switch Mode Power Supply (SMPS) which
converts an AC input to a low voltage, rectified, filtered and
galvanically isolated DC voltage.

8. The dimming control of claim 7, wherein said dimmer
controller is a variable resistor.
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